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what is Squatting?

According to B.A. Garner's definition in the Black's Law Dictionary "squatting
vegevrs to the unouthorized occupation ofpland or property by individuals or groups
seeking shelter ov living arrangements” (Rantissi and Gitis 2024).

In a similar and move Focused sense, Esposito and Chiodelli refer to "individualistic
squatting... as a sheltering practice For mavginalized individuals (2023, 1436).

When considering both of these definitions, one is likely to recognize the common
thyreads, with the aporementioned activist practice understood as a spontaneous
action, born out of O need - an Urgency For shelter. However, Further researching
precedents surrounding these occupations, one can vealize how squatting can
extend beyond the motive of 'securing shelter, standing as a practice capable of
challenging ideologies and power structures, while advocating fFor social change.

Hans Prujit identifies Five key motives underlying such initiatives (2013, 22):

* Deprivation Based Squatting: Engagement in the pvocﬂce as a veaction to
poverty, or even indigence, in On efFort to acquire refuge.

e Squatting as an Alternative Housing Stvateqy: As stated by Gevonimo, this
tactical porm of illegal occupation is fueled by a desive to “live dipevently”
and achieve "autonomy,” understanding the inhabited space as a temporary
"island-of-vetreat” (2014, 13-14).

e Entevrprencurial Squatting: Whethevr thisvefers to the inpormalestablishment
OF community centres, haunts, and hanqgouts, or small businesses and shops,
these 'makeshipt pop-ups’ can greatly contribute to an area’s Flourishing.

* Conservational Sguatting: Conservation of a structure, building, or \andscape,
whether due to its history, heritage, importance to the \ocality, or simply o
resistonce to reformation, urban renewal, or even gentrification.

* Political Squatting: This Form of illegal occupation opens up to urban politics,
expressing advervse possession as a potential vadicalization of uvrban
democvacy” (Martinez 2020, 1).

Adding on to the above analysis, one could potentially identify 0 sixth'cateqory
of 'squatting fFor solidarity.'

Most importantly, howevevr:

Squatting constitutes o subversion of colonial dynamics and an opposition to
authoritarian governance, as it involves the occupation of space by those who
have been historically marginalized or excluded.

while this zine cannot encompass the extensive array of Forms and '9vounds'
behind squatting practices, it recognizes their deep historical roots and ongoing
development. The Following section centres around the occupation of the
Polytechnic School of Athens in 1973, aiming to exemplify some of the spatial,
political, social, and cultural impacts of squatting...

The Occupation of the Foltechnic dchaal, Ahens, Greece

As one researches squatting (activism), diving further and further into
the pvqcﬂce's diverse Facets, intrvicacies, and junctions with sociopolitical
movements, its 'non-binqu' nature begins to vesurface. In this manneyr, one
con begin to recognize the potential For various motives to combine in illegal
occupation,bringing about a similayr variety of impacts, infFluences,and effFects to
the occupied space and its location; o type of '‘Phenomenon’ that nothing seems
to illustrate movre clearly than the case of the occupation of the Polytechnic
School of Athens, Greece (1973).

Following the end of Wovrld war |l, Greece, like much of Europe, enteved a
state of disarvay. In combination with King George Il's veturn to vule and his
death soon aftev, the counfvy's political climate enteved a peviod of Fluctuation,
climaxing with the Greek Civil War taking place soon afteyr, as a vesult of o
communist-dominated uprising against the existing political Fabric. During these
events, and fFollowing the end of the warv, Greece's armed fFovces accumulated
significant poweyv, gradually recognizing themselves as not only defenders of
the country From external threats but also from internal subversion. As these
notions gradually manifested, they eventually resulted in the armed forces
toking advantage of the ovevrall political crisis that was present at the time, and
launching a coup, \ed by Colonel Georgios Papadopoulos, to overthrow the Greek
government and "misvule” the country in its place (Encyclopaedia Britannica,
2024). Greece was now under the vule of a military junta’ - a dictatorship, that
eventually sparked o reaction from citizens, \eading to the illegal occupation of
the Polytechnic School of Athens (Kritidis 2014, 66-67).

As Kritidis mentions, this adverse possession event was the First time public
buildings in Greece were occupied and TransFormed into centres of social and
political mass .protest (2014, 67). On Novembevr 14th, 1973, a diverse collective,
primarily consisting of university students, with varied views and political beliefs,
came together in solidarity against 'the state’ and the dictatorship (junta)
vruling over the country at the time, and barricaded themselves inside the school.
In an_effort to maintain contact with the outside wovld and Greek citizens,
a spontaneous independent vadio station was created, broadcasting (live)
testimonies, news, vpdates,andinforminglistenersvregarding the occupation and
the events that were unfolding. Furthermore, these "pirate-radio transmissions”
enabled the Flourishing and expansion of O type of countev-culture, primarily in
music, as the students would share ‘Forbidden songs from past times of oppression
and others created within the context and the time of the occupation; songs
that hold great historical significance for Greece to the present day (documenta
14 n.d.; Kritidis 2014, 67). The occupation ended three days \atev, when a military
tank, under orders of the junta’'and Brigadier Geneval Dimitrios loannidis, crashed
through the Polytechnic School's gate, igniting an uprising that vesulted in the
death of many civilians, marking Novembevr 17th as a doy of commemovation and
remembvrance of the tragedies that took place (Davison 2010; documenta 14 n.d.).
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The Military Tank Crashing Through the Polytechnic School Gate on November 17,1973, Athens, Greece (Image souvced From
Kathimerini Newspapevr, https://www.kathimerini.gr/society/se61583657/polytechneio-1973-i-exeqgersi-ton-goititon-stis-17-
noemvyri/). The uprising that Followed the invasion resulted in the death of many civilians of various ages, including sevevral
teenagers, and a s5-year-old kid (Mac Con Uladh 2012).

Taking advaontoge of the ovevall
chaos' that he partially incited, loannidis
eventually launched a new coup attempting
to overthvow the 'junta, in which he
succeeded, installing o new president ond
prime minister, while he ‘opevrated as on
"Invisible Dictator.” His vule would soon
col\lapse, hOWeve\f, as his efforts to unite
Cyprus, granted independence by Britain in
1960, With Greece, and the eventual Turkish
invasion of the isl\and slowly resulted in
his \osing 'domestic support’ and reaching

‘v .,. . . o L)
dlp\OmQ‘\'IC isolation. soon QFTGY, Greece Front Facade of the Polytechnic School of Athens
monched to vestore its democvc\cy and | Building during the 1973 occupation (image sourced

. fFrom inNewspaper, https://www.in.qv/2020/11/16/
S\OW\Y resolve its YQVQged state ThQ‘\' came storvies/peatures/ekseqgersi-touv-polytexneiou-14-17-

as a vesult of "seven years of bvutal and | noemvriov-1973/). The hanged banner reads ‘Bread-

. L. " " . Education-Freedom' [in Greekl- a phrase that grew
mepplmenf mﬂl‘\'QVY rule (EnCYC\OerdIQ to become a symbol and a chant echoed throughout

Britannica, 2024; Davison 2010). The powevfu\ | Greekhistoryin various demonstrations and protests.

act by the students to occupy the school and
the aforementioned events that rvesulted
as a chain reaction are genevally believed to
be the main action that ended the military
dictatorship (1974) (Kritidis 2014, 67).

As Souzas 2015 describes, the occupation of the Polytechnic School of Athens

is also considered by many to be what ignited Greece's widespread squatting

movement' - a primary element in the country's counter culture. Following the
events of 1973 and the gall of the "junta,” occurrences of such "adverse possession
practices” can be vecognized in various settings from middle schools, high

schools, and universities (Havris Georgakopoulos Tolis, personal testimonies), to

public buildings (Dimitrakopoulos 2023), addressing a wide range of sociopolitical
issues. Unlike other European countries, however, this squatting movement is

not g massive housing movement. As explained by Souzas 2015, people.in Greece
confront such issues in other ways (e.q., due to the country's heightened sense of
Family values, individuals met with deprivation most often have Family membevrs
they can turn to or seek shelter prom), with "squatting practices” primarily

holding a political character, while striving to revitalize communities and aiming

to showcase that a non-hievarchical process of se\f-ovganization is geasible in

practice. Within these environments, one could identify non-vertical social
structuves and "difpused networks wheve people act according to their desives”
(Souzas 2015).

Thus, one can begin to understand how the 1973 occupation, and Greece's
overall "squatting sense” provide a pevspective into this fForm of activism
that is quite dense - grasping onto many of the practice's studied "types” and
Facets -, unconventional - expressing g potentially complete absence of one
of the Fundamental "motives” behind illegal occupations (ensuring shelter) as
undevrstood by many researchers -, and quite unigue and powerful - standing as g
catalyst fFor the overturn of 0 ruling dictatorship - an opposition to authoritarvian
governance.

Plawflisst;

"Pivate-Radio Transmissions”

e "Eimaste Dyo" [we are twol
Mikis Theodorakis & Antonis Kalogiannis
e "otan Sfigoun To Hevi' [when they shake hands]

Grigoris Bithikotsis
e "oDromos"[The Street]
Manos Loizos
e "Ena to Helidoni" [Theve is one swallow]

Listen on Spotify:

Grigoris Bithikotsis
e "Pote Tha kani Xasteria" [wWhen will the skies Get Clear]
Nikos Xilouris
e "To Gelasto Paidi’ [The smiling Child]
Mikis Theodoyrakis
e "0i Protoi Nekvoi' [The first to Diel
Mikis Theodovakis, & Marig Farantouri

* "Kopia Mana Anastenazi’ [A Mother is Sighing]
Giorgos Dalaras

e "T'Akornteon’” [The Accordion]
Manos Loizos, Haris Alexiou, Nikos Portokaloglou
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m ’,ng Now that you've hopefully move educated on the
practice of squatting and its potential, the time

AQN%& has come to take matters into your own hands(!)
Feel Free to use the Following guide as a stepping

'
Wh; ~ stone to begin your revolution...

who knows what you'll
encounterin thevre...

Rlestrica) Tape
A type of
multi-punctional
band-aid

' 1,
First-Aid Kit

Hopefully accpanied by a
~ trained individual (1)

A gomeciallLarge Lock

For locking.

Fov vi ing.
May be illegal in youv area... ov barricading

..but so is squatting...
...both can be quite handy though.

~ GloveR fland-Ganitizer

Enacks &Water

(Prefevably dry goods.-
with long lifespans’)
who knows how the

sitvation will unfold...

Pober &yencis
For scheming.

To loudly blast al\l of your
gavourite 'Forbidden’ songs...

'
Priencis &Ajes .
These effortsave - -
a\ways move MV ?quuﬁte M
enjoyable and ~ ~ Night-watch can get quite
enviching in lonely and boring...

solidarity

A Open Mind
In such envoivonm'gnﬂ, many
contrasting beliefs can
intersect soitis always o
g9ood practice to Facilitate
this and facilitate
constructive discussions...

Some Rad Godans

whether in (disruptive) writing with
g9argantuan Font sizes or orally expressed,
catchphrases can effectively civculate your
efFovrts aspirations and goals...
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To be vepraduced ahd redistriputed hand-to-hand, mouth-
fo-molith, aSton-to-astion, reyolution-to-revolution,,
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