


On rupture:

“The act of  confrontation ruptures western modernity’s 
monolithic claim on the world. It challenges the dominant 

socio-spatial structure’s power to define the ‘othered’ masses 
through its constructed ‘knowledge’, which presents these 

masses subjugation as the norm.”
-Omololu Babatunde, 2015

Who/what is FLOCK?

Feminists Liberating Our Collective Knowledge (FLOCK) 
was formed in 2016 by a group of  geographers as an effort to 
sustain the momentum built by decades of  visionaries in the 
movement for Hurston Hall. Our goal is to connect activist 

movements across campus, think seriously about how we can 
transform the deeply racialized landscape of  UNC, respond 

to various administration efforts to memorialize student 
activism, and do so in ways that recognize the creativity of  

students who refuse to be limited by what is called ‘possible’ 
in this moment.

Come forward 
and fly with us now:
Let us be the keepers
of  an insurgent forest 
where care blooms
into life
with such power 
that even the cruel world
will be brought to its knees
for a moment.
  -SR



StudentS Are 
ViSionArieS!

Too often, student activists are 
dismissed by universities as naive, and 
their demands are framed as impos-
sible requests. In reality, students 
are visionaries, and their ideas and 
labor have transformed universities 
over and over again. Nothing is a gift 
from above - every ‘change’ we see on 
THIS CAMPUS - the Stone Center, the 
renaming of S**nders Hall, Black and 
Brown faculty on campus, the future 
Latinx center - is the result of hard-

fought student struggles.

Gwendolyn Harrison, 
the first black 

woman admitted to 
graduate studies at 
UNC, and an early 

student visionary.



1979... 1997... 2017... Each generation has powerful 
demands, and the administration response is always 
the same: “you have no recourse but to accept 
administrative decisions.” 

...we have to keep fighting!

-From the 1979 edition of  Yackety Yack



Students of color have been demanding space on campus for generations. 
Here we present an inventory of those visionary demands over the years



The demands for space on this campus continue...



Gone are the days where we ask for what is past due to us: we are here to take what is ours. 

Tear it down, or we shut you down.
#WeDemandUNC

As you surge forward,
in the fight for freedom,

take a moment to look back.
In the stillness of that instant,

align your breath
with those who 

called into being
the path laid before you,
long before you existed. 

There is an ocean of change 
coming,

gathering power,
swelling with the struggles

of a century.
You are a drop,

a fierce, vital drop
in the tides of history.

Be brave enough 
to sink into 

these deep waters,
and do not let this dark world

pierce your young lungs –
those who came before you
have breathed their legacy

into you,
and it will give you life. 

-SR



Students do the work it takes to reveal...



don’t be 
detoured!
University administration intentionally 
works to distract and deter students by 

obscuring their path and vision.
***

While they send them/us on detours 
- taskforces, ‘special’ meetings 
with deans, etc. - they intimidate 
and stifle student creativity and 
solidify histories that neutralize 
and erase the hard-fought victories 

of student activism.
***

Don’t be detoured! 
We must map our own 

paths!









Students Seeking   Historical Truth
During the late 1990s and early 2000s a student 
group called Students Seeking Historical Truth 
organized and looked to contextualize UNC’s 
racialized campus landscape. In October 1999 
Students Seeking Historical Truth organized an 
anti-racist “decoration” of Saunders Hall in 
which they hung a KKK banner on the building. 
Pictured here (right) are meeting notes in the 
week leading up to the group’s “decoration” of 
Saunders Hall, and a flyer advertising a panel 

discussion entitled “University Buildings: 
Racist Pasts and Current Meetings.”





breAk open the 
impoSSible!

Change is never linear, nor is it inevitable. 
***

We see how the university wants 
to maintain the status quo or even 
take back our wins, through cycles 

of institutional manipulation, 
condescension and repetitive 

rhetorics that limit possibilities.
*** 

We see and recognize these 
rhetorics and tactics. We know 
change is possible, and neces-

sary, and requires us to break-
through the university’s cycles 
of endlessly deferred futures.



January 30, 2015
Excerpt from Real Silent Sam Coalition’s #KickOutTheKKK rally

Negro Wench. Negro Wench. These are the sentiments of  hate and 
violence that live and breathe on our campus because they have yet to 
be purged through an honest acknowledgement and confrontation of  
this University’s past. 

These are the words and hateful sentiments that fall on my body and 
other Black bodies, trailing us as we go to class day to day, trying to live 
our lives as we strive to find the “Southern part of  heaven” that was 
promised to us upon our acceptance...

...You see, for years students have organized around these building 
names and monuments. Students of  color have voiced their cries of  
dissent and deep hurt from the un-contextualized presence of  these 
sites and the legacies of  hate that they represent. 

For years these students have continually been ignored!

...We students of  color are tired of  being statistics, stored in The Uni-
versity’s back pocket ready to pull out when ever they need prove of  
how “diverse” they are.  

We are whole people, and want to be recognized as whole people in 
this space, but how can we when everything around us tells us that we 
are not. Despite this continued assault, we students of  color are 
still determined to claim this space and fight to make it our own.

We are letting the administration know that they can no longer hide 
behind the notion that Saunders was a man of  his time. White Suprem-
acy knows no time. It lives in willful ignorance, excuses and oppressive 
disregard.   

UNC administrators, you need to wake up to the fact that you have 
been complicit in white supremacy’s project. You need to start 
working to deconstruct this insidious beast. Luckily, your students have 
begun the work for you. IT IS TIME FOR YOU TO FINALLY 
LISTEN. It is time for UNC to make the journey from Negro wench 
to Hurston Hall. 







This is for the
Seers,
the ones whose eyes
reflect the glimmer
of  new futures. 
This is for the Rebels,
the ones with courage
to call out the leaders
and the status quo,
those who dream up
new stories
of  Light and Liberty,
in languages that only we
who listen with love
can understand.
This is for the
Visionaries,
the ones who imagine
new worlds,
those who do not wait upon 
the arc of  the moral universe,
but bend it towards justice
themselves. 
   -SR



Gratitude for: 

Jennifer Ho & the Arts and Social Justice program @ the 
IAH, UNC-CH; University archivists Sarah Carrier, Nick 
Graham and Chaitra Powell for historical documents and 
our “Day in the Archive”; the Real Silent Sam Coalition, in 
particular Omololu Babatunde, for sharing photos, speeches, 
and insights; interviews with Omololu and Blanche Brown; 
Jeannine Tatlock for the Hurston Hall plaque that should 
have been; Stephanie Metzen for sketches; the 3Cs: Count-
er-Cartographies Collective for the reimagined campus map; 
Sertanya Reddy for poetic wisdom; Francisco Laso for cover 
art brilliance; Charlotte Fryar for source material and campus 
activism timeline; the Zinesboro Collective for teaching us to 
zine; Jina Valentine and Carrie Mae Weems for reflections on 
art & social justice; Vimala’s for nutritional sustenance; Board 
of  Trustees member Alston Gardner for being consistently 
insensitive and factually incorrect (thanks, Alston: you got 
your own special page); over 25 geography graduate students 
who made films, designed t-shirts, wrote op-eds, taught, and 
fought for Hurston Hall, despite their precarity: many con-
tinue to rupture and reimagine @ UNC and elsewhere; the 
generations of  student visionaries @ UNC-CH: Black Stu-
dent Movement, Students Seeking Historical Truth, Freedom 
Legacy Project, Black Awareness Council, On the Wake of  
Emancipation Campaign, Real Silent Sam Coalition.

Resources Sources for future archivists and activists

The University Archives & Blog:
http://bit.ly/WilsonArchives
http://bit.ly/BCCProtests

The John Kenyon Chapman Papers: 
http://bit.ly/yonni_c

Omololu Babatunde’s 2015 Honors Thesis: “Black Liberatory 
Senses of  Place: Creating from Abject Otherness.”
 
The Southern Oral History Project: 
http://bit.ly/sohp_speakerban
http://bit.ly/sohp_campusy

Archives of  BSM’s Black Ink: 
http://bit.ly/Black_Ink

UNC’s campus newspaper, The Daily Tar Heel, 
is archived online at newspapers.com. 

In the cloud: #wedemandunc, #HurstonHall, 
@carolinaUNControllables, @RealSilentSam, http://bit.ly/
RenameSaunders, http://www.blackliberationcollective.org/

For more zines check out: www.zinesboro.com

http://flockgeographies.wordpress.com




