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Jane Jacobs [1] imagined sidewalks as unique 
spaces of circulation and improvised assem-
blages among people. The collective being on 
the sidewalk, she wrote, was like an intricate bal-
let full of movement where everything flows and 
everyone has their own part.

This first issue of Tarde is 
about the material stage of that 
dancing choreography. It pays 
special attention to a series of 

sidewalks in Medellín, Colom-
bia, their composition, enact-
ments with different dancers, 

and their incursion as dancers. 
The chosen sidewalks have the 

structural peculiarity of being 
broken, damaged, turned into 

something else, and even 
usurped, but somehow still 

functioning as sidewalks.

This scenery is what I like to call glitch infra-
structure. In computing, a glitch is defined as “a 
small problem or fault that prevents something 
from being successful or working as well as it 
should” [2]. Translating that concept into urban 
studies, a glitch infrastructure is an irregular 
mosaic made of individual failures that, ar-
ranged together and looked at from the outside, 
give the sensation that they work. And they do, 
although neither for everyone nor all the time. 

Still, despite the variants, there is a sort of under-
standing of what a bush pump is. A similar situa-
tion occurs with the observed sidewalks. How-
ever, what differs between both situations is the 
intentionality behind the (re)assembly of the 
infrastructures. 
Meanwhile, the variations in the elements com-
posing the bush pump obey a collective effort to 
improve the device, the alterations in the side-
walks are made to favor private agents. Although 
broadly speaking, the sidewalk is still there, 
behaving as a sidewalk, the modifications made 
to its structure compromise its usability and 
ontological coherence during people’s daily life 
interactions with that flawy assemblage. 

Marianne de Laet and Annemarie Mol [3] have al-
ready studied this phenomenon following the 
Zimbabwean bush pump, a device created to get 
fresh underground water in rural Zimbabwe. 

One of the main features of the bush pump is its 
adaptability. Due to the particular conditions of 
each village, the bush pump is often assembled in 
diverse ways and using different components. 
This situation produces many versions of the same 
device and generates a bunch of practices and 
enactments regarding its usage and connections.

The idea behind glitch infrastructure goes be-
yond being an aesthetic issue. It is a matter of 
usability. It pays attention to the interactions, 

compromises, tactics, challenges, and temporal 
ontological deviances resulting from the stabi-
lization and usage of an infrastructural object 
whose (some of its) components were altered or 
damaged causing isolated malfunctions along 
the whole arrangement. Three cases of glitchy 
sidewalks will be presented in this introductory 
number, plus more additional content online.

case one

Although the sidewalks 
in Medellín are public 
spaces they have been 
colonized by those liv-
ing near them over the 
years. Sometimes it is 
harder to identify where 
a private property ends 
and a sidewalk begins. 
That liminal situation is 
caused by a process of 

appropriation initiated 
when someone living in 
house A decides to ren-
ovate their front yard 
and include their por-
tion of the sidewalk as 
part of the remodeling. 

That particular piece of the sidewalk is then 
merged with the private property design, 
matching the same materials and patterns, and 
creating an illusion of uniformity between private 
and public realms. Imagine now the owners of 
houses/businesses B, C, and D doing the same 
thing, each one on their own. Suddenly, there is a 
patchwork of heights, angles, elements, spaces, 
and usages, proposing different mobilities and 
frictions, boosting and hindering the pedestrian 
choreography Jane Jacobs described. 

What results interesting about that assembly of 
bumps and irregularities is that regardless of the 
addition, subtraction, and modification of its 
components, and even despite the alteration of 
its shape, its being as a sidewalk, remains.
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mapping
sidewalk
malfunctions
Although this number of Tarde was centered on 
a bunch of sidewalks in Medellín, Colombia, 
glitchy infrastructures can be seen everywhere. 

With this mini guide, we want to invite you to 
walk around your city hunting individual fail-
ures entangled to sidewalks.
Besides the cases and the inventory of glitches 
already introduced, there are other possibilities 
to identify and classify those malfunctions.   
For instance, one could focus on how some 
publics —children, seniors, people with physi-
cal disabilities— approach sidewalks and 
frame those practices into a discussion on 
usability and accessibility.
Regarding the last point, there is an example 
from the University of Washington named 
Project Sidewalk. 

A Do It 
Yourself
Guide to

Track 
glitches

01
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Launched in 2012, Project Sidewalk uses digital 
mapping tools, machine learning, gamification, 
and data analysis, to fabricate tools to identify 
and analyze problems on sidewalk usability. 

Their main goal is to create a world wide data 
collection “to provide increased transparency 
and accountability about city accessibility, and 
to support new urban analytics pursuits not pre-
viously possible.” [8]

Here, however, you are going to work analogi-
cally. We  will provide you an empty canvas and 
a set of intructions to track and map glitchy side-
walks. Please, unfold this sheet and let’s go to 
explore!

Project
sidewalk
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Your map(s) here

instructions
This guide is an ethnographic artifact designed 
to document sidewalk glitches. It is divided into 
two parts. First, at the top. there is an empty 
space to sketch and track your sidewalk explo-
rations.
Then, we also have a a bunch of glitches already 
introduced along this number, plus a couple of 
empty spaces to document new possible mal-
functions you may around.
Below, youn have a map for inspiration, but feel 
free to experiment with your owntechniques and 
methods.conventions

Step

Splash Leaning

Broken
tile

Slippery
tile

Bump

Mapping
exercise

Date:
Place:
Time:
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