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STORIES OF

IRRELLVANT
BEINGS

There is a narrow secondary street in
Liibeck, northern Germany, that communi-
cates a central avenue with a zone full of
allotment gardens and a dog training club.
Every summer, taking advantage of the
good weather, people drive around that
area to visit their portions of land, plant
vegetables and flowers, and be in touch
with nature. The site looks beautiful due to
its leafy vegetation, blue sky, and sunny
landscape. Others take their d>(,)gs into their
vehicles and visit the club to socialize,
train their pets, and let them play with their
equals. The scenario is completed with
dozens of tiny frogs trying to cross the
road, dying on the pavement, and being
crushed by the cars visiting the zone.
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In Neu-Hohenschonhausen, east Berlin,
hundreds of earthworms are killed over a
shared pedestrian-bike lane crossing a
park during springtime. Walkers and bik-
ers enjoying the city's green areas swat
the animals, sometimes even realizing
their presence on the road. The wavy
squashed bodies of the annelids quickly
turn into texture, drawing a cemetery of
irrelevant beings, often unnoticed or just
worthless enough to people take the time
to dodge them. The same situation hap-
pens with the frogs in Liibeck. The dark
and flat shapes of many dead amphibians
dried by the summer heat became a land-
scape nobody seemed to care about.
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