
In Neu-Hohenschönhausen, east Berlin, 
hundreds of earthworms are killed over a 
shared pedestrian-bike lane crossing a 
park during springtime. Walkers and bik-
ers enjoying the city's green areas swat 
the animals, sometimes even realizing 
their presence on the road. The wavy 
squashed bodies of the annelids quickly 
turn into texture, drawing a cemetery of 
irrelevant beings, often unnoticed or just 
worthless enough to people take the time 
to dodge them. The same situation hap-
pens with the frogs in Lübeck. The dark 
and flat shapes of many dead amphibians 
dried by the summer heat became a land-
scape nobody seemed to care about.

There is a narrow secondary street in 
Lübeck, northern Germany, that communi-
cates a central avenue with a zone full of 
allotment gardens and a dog training club. 
Every summer, taking advantage of the 
good weather, people drive around that 
area to visit their portions of land, plant 
vegetables and flowers, and be in touch 
with nature. The site looks beautiful due to 
its leafy vegetation, blue sky, and sunny 
landscape. Others take their dogs into their 
vehicles and visit the club to socialize, 
train their pets, and let them play with their 
equals. The scenario is completed with 
dozens of tiny frogs trying to cross the 
road, dying on the pavement, and being 
crushed by the cars visiting the zone.  

This handbook proposes a conceptual dis-
cussion regarding a particular set of beings 
inhabiting the city, what we call here 
insignificant others. That group comprises a 
heterogeneous collective of non-human ani-
mals whose common thread is to be irrele-
vant to humans. It focuses on human and 
non-human animal encounters in public 
spaces highlighting a particular type of rela-
tionship with others, —those that are not our 
equals— based on disregard.

Marie Carmen Shingne [1] problematizes 
othering as a strategy that could be used 
against non-human animal groups in the city 
to "denial of [their] sentience [and to define] 
urban space as human only." Shingne 
presents two categories to explore theiroth-
ering condition: urban animals as (1) tools 
and as (2) immigrants.

UNPACKING
OTHERING

To consider animals as tools is a matter of 
utility. It happens when "urban animals are 
seen as useful to humans in some way they 
are often categorized as social or economic 
tools" [2]. Shingne proposes five sub-cate-
gories to classify them based on their usabil-
ity: (a) animals used to move people and 
products; (b) livestock as meat; (c) livestock 
as industrial supplies; (d) animals to study 
public health; (e) animals to keep other unde-
sirable animals away. 

The concept of urban animals as migrants 
comprises the situations "when urban ani-
mals’ presence is seen as detrimental to 
human health or safety or as damaging to 
the existing economic or social system and 
is especially prevalent in situations where 
human immigrants are already viewed neg-
atively" [2]. Stray, feral, and abandoned ani-
mals and those accidentally, or not, intro-
duced by people into different urban 
ecosystems compose this category. Shingne 
also points out how the idea of animals as 
migrants is often used in scenarios where 
humans were the ones who moved to an 
"already-occupied space" [3].

This number of Tarde explores a third cate-
gory of othering by focusing on the asym-
metrical encounters between humans and a 
bunch of non-human animals that, in those 
particular contexts, do not represent either a 
detriment, a hazard, or a direct advantage to 
humans in terms of utility. In fact, the more-
than-human relationships here described 
are framed by a (human) lack of attention to 
those others’ lives and presence in the city.

María Puig de la Bellacasa [4] highlights 
the ambivalence in the significance and on-
tology of care since, according to her, care 
could mean many things "to different peo-
ple, in different situations." It may be an af-
fection, a moral obligation, work, a burden, 
a joy, something we can learn, or something 
we just do. What she proposes is to follow 
care —or its absence— in practice. But, 
empirically speaking, what does taking care 
of or, in our case, not taking care of those 
insignificantothers mean? 

In all the encounters introduced along with 
this number, there is a noticeable disregard 
for those beings with whom we have not 
created a solid (positive or negative) bond. 
We kill them neither because we fear or hate 
them, nor because we could get some kind 
of advantage depriving them of their 
existence. We do that mostly due to a strong 
lack of attention to what is around us, a 
careless attitude materialized, among other 
things, in trails of bodies we left behind our 
steps.

When Spring is getting hotter, hundreds of 
pavement ants start going out the sidewalk 
cracks around Müllerstraße in Wedding, east 
Berlin, to find new food sources. The ants are 
constantly emerging, creating small sandy 
anthills that are often destroyed, and the 
insects are crushed, by busy and distracted 
pedestrians. This story highlights a particular 
asymmetrical phenomenon regarding the onto-
logical status of those others we pile inside the 
category of non-humans. If you want to expand 
this discussion, please, follow the ants.
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A
long with this number, we have 
explored how due to individual 
and structural human disregard 

for other beings, thousands of animals 
inhabiting or crossing urban spaces die 
every day. 

Now, we propose a speculative exercise 
to imagine —by drawing or writing— 
what caring for those insignificant 
others means. You can use one of the 
following questions for inspiration, or 
going your way.

• What structural and collective 
mechanisms are required to 
implement to include those others
in the city’s dynamics safely? 

• What individual actions are 
necessary to create urban spaces for 
everyone? 

Don’t forget to send us your creation!
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