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If you expand this handbook and turn it around, you 
will find a couple of ethical issues we want to 
highlight regarding animal enclosures. And we want 
to do that by following a line that goes in between 
welfarist and liberationist approaches [2, 3, 4]. Also, 
our idea is to tease you with a bunch of open 
questions linked to an exercise of ethnographic 
exploration using our attached map, and a temporal 
reflection on captivity available on our website. 

Tierpark Neukölln

Kinderbauernhof Knirpsenfarm

Downloadand 
print  the 
foldable file and 
paste it herev

T his issue will remain local and explore some 
urban public —even when run by private or-
ganizations— and (mostly) open places 

where humans go to see and possibly pet animals. 
Those locations around Berlin [1] will be called and 
categorized here as urban animal enclosures or just 
animal enclosures. However, despite the nominal in-
tention to homogenize those places, they are 

heterogeneous conglomerates of spaces, networks, 
bodies, species, and administrative logics. 

Broadly speaking, we are talking of urban farms 
(Bauernhöfe), farms for children (Kinderbauernhöfe), 
and petting zoos (Streichelzoos). Notwithstanding, 
some of those locations also identify themselves 
differently: Tierhöfe (animal yards); Arche-Parks 
(Ark Parks); Wildtiergehege (wildlife enclosures); 

Tiergehege (Animal enclosures), and Tierparks
(zoos). However, far from being a matter of taste, that 
constellation of names shows different managerial 
logics and reflects diverse forms of being about and 
with the animals inside their installations. 

Berlin’s animalenclosures are characterized by mostly 
keeping and exhibiting pet and farm animals that either 
have been rescued or received as donations from 
particulars, farms, or animal shelters. Some of the 
enclosures are linked to schools and children's activities 
while others endorse a farm lifestyle. Most of the 
animal enclosures promote animal, environmental, or 
ecological education either by offering different 
activities such as workshops, and playful activities or by 
taking advantage of their physical infrastructure 
through signals and posters. 

As a particular remark, the Tierpark Neukölln in 
Hasenheide Park (check it on our attached map) has 
a wide collection of local endangered pet and farm 
breeds such as Deutsches Sattleschwein, the 
Vorwerkhuhn, and the Marderkaninchen. 

In general terms, the places this number is 
about are different from conventional urban 
parks, green spots, and traditional zoological 
gardens. In urban parks and green spots, for in-
stance, wildlife thrives freely and multispecies 
contact is spontaneous. Meanwhile, in urban 
animal enclosures, human-animal contact is 
both facilitated and controlled. While enclo-
sures allow humans to observe and interact with 
animals that would not usually be found in the 
city, most animals remain caged or in areas 
where human visitors cannot accede. 

Unlike zoos, animal enclosures are open and 
free-of-charge spaces that host primarily pet 
and farm breeds. Although some of those loca-
tions have exotic animals (parrots or lizards, for 
instance), they do not keep traditional-exotic 
zoo ones such as tigers, elephants, giraffes, pan-
das, or polar bears.
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Kinderbauernhof  auf dem Görlitzer Park (Wiener Straße 59B, 10999)
Kinderbauernhof am Mauerplatz (Adalbertstraße 71, 10997)

Kinderbauernhof Knirpsenfarm (Malchower Ch 2, 13051)
Tierhof Marzahn (Alt-Marzahn 63, 12685)

Charlotteburger Ziegenhof (Danckelmannstraße 16, 14059)
Kinderbunter Bauernhof (Luxemburger Str. 25, 1335)

Wildtiergehege Rehberge (Kol.Steinwinkel 11, 13351)
Tiergehege Viktoriapark (Charles-Corcelle-Ring 26, 13405)

Arche-Park am Kienbergpark (Hellersdorfer Str. 159, 12619)
Domäne Dahlem - Königin (Luise-Straße 49, 14195)
Erlebniswelt Tier im Jungfernheidepark (Heckerdamm 274, 13627)

Tierpark Neukölln (Hasenheide 8, 10967)

List of animal enclosures
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This field device has the m
ain com

ponents to carry out an 
ethnographic exploration of an urban anim

al enclosure. 
D

espite som
e of its elem

ents w
orking exclusively for B

erlin, 
you can replicate this exercise in any other sim

ilar urban 
scenario around the w

orld. The artifact is com
posed of a 

tem
porary m

ap w
ith the nam

es and locations of tw
elve urban 

anim
al enclosures in the city, a folding guide, a brief 

introduction to the exercise, and a space to start drafting, 
sketching, and experim

enting. O
f course, this artifact can be 

expanded, m
odified, or reinvented in the w

ay you w
ant 

according to your experiences w
atching and m

aybe petting 
farm

 anim
als in urban enclosures.
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