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his issue on rats closes the first cy-

I cle of explorations on human-ani-
mal entanglements in public
places. It is also the first edition con-
ducted in two cities, Medellin, Colombia,
and New York City, and the first exercise
led collectively. Our goal with this num-
ber is to create an account of more-than-
human attentiveness in our reader's con-
ception of the city. We plan to achieve
that by hoping to provoke a discussion on
the urban as a complex mosaic of multi-
species encounters, crashes, and infra-
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The printed version of this issue has
been divided into two booklets. They
were conceived as tiny field devices con-
densing some vignettes and ethno-
graphic reflections on rats in the city.
This first handout presents a speculative
exercise that consisted of watching a
sidewalk in Medellin and discussing the
idea of rat infrastructures. The other
booklet contains a first-hand descriptive
activity in New York City that focuses
on rats' behavior in public places. Addi-
tionally, the booklets introduce a set of
infographics that will be expanded on
our online version. The infographics
condense two exercises of observation
carried out in both cities regarding hu-
man-rats crashes and encounters.
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Shared spaces

rban animals are Others in urban
l | space; therefore, they are con-

stantly displaced and excluded,
similar to marginalized humans, with
whom they often share space [1, 2]. In
New York, rats and the impoverished
share the same spaces around areas of
trash dump — on the edge of the side-
walks or near trash bins outside the build-
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A rat exploring a trash bin in Upper Manhattan

ings. Digging through trash, rats look for
provisions, while humans collect recy-
clable waste to get paid for it later. They
both experience similar temporal
regimes of being active towards the
night when the trash is usually dumped
on streets and the same social exclusion,
as passers-by try to avoid contact with
them or look at them with hostility.
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Vignette
Medellin,
in between Calle 45G and Carrera 78

n a Wednesday night, around
O eleven, three rats emerge from

behind a bridge over a dirty
ravine. Their goal is a massive pile of
garbage in a relatively dark corner. Two
of them reach the filthy mountain of
plastic bags. The other rodent is dis-
tracted by something else. Suddenly, and
from the same place, three new rats ap-
pear and go directly to the garbage.
Twenty minutes later, the corner has
more than ten of those animals.
They move fast, leaving and returning
and running and digging. Two women
are getting near the rats. They are talking
and laughing, unaware of the presence
of the animals. When they realize it is al-
ready too late. They are in the rat zone.
One girl screams and jumps out of the
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sidewalk, crossing the street. The other
one runs back. The woman who tra-
versed the road is telling her friend to
join her, but she is too scared to do that,
and both decide to turn back.

Meanwhil, the rats did not care about the
humans being near, and the banquet in
the corner continued. Ten minutes after
that encounter, a homeless man arrives,
dragging a cart through the street. He
grabs a wooden stick and a cardboard
from the cart and chases the rats. The an-
imals run away, mainly under the bridge.
Once alone, the man inspects the
garbage and leaves. After some minutes,
the corneg is full of rats again.
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